
The Kicker: What Reagan Started, Trump Completed 

• Reagan normalized military-contractor dominance. 

• Trump normalized political-industrial influence. 

• Trump fused tech and military power — the piece Reagan never fully anticipated. 

• Reagan globalized weapons. 

• Trump globalized surveillance, AI, and data infrastructure. 

Both administrations expanded federal–corporate fusion, but in different eras, with different tools, and in complementary ways. 

 

How Trump’s Administration Aligns With the MPIC Today 

1. Big Tech Meets Defense Contractors 

• Palantir is central to Trump’s second-term defense strategy, winning a $10B Army deal to consolidate software procurement. 

• Their Maven Smart System AI contract expanded simultaneously. 

• This isn’t traditional defense — it’s data + AI embedded in military operations, a core feature of MPIC 2.0. 

 

2. New Defense Innovators & AI-First Contractors 

• Anduril Industries, founded by Trump-aligned Palmer Luckey, pushes AI-powered autonomous systems. 

• Anduril leadership has reported “good vibes” from the current Pentagon, signaling openness to lean, next-gen tech over 
legacy defense contractors. 

• Their portfolio includes drones, sensors, and autonomous systems — all feeding into Trump’s vision of modernized defense. 

 

3. Space and Missile Defense Ambitions 

• Trump has proposed “Golden Dome”, a space-based missile defense system. 

• SpaceX, Palantir, and Anduril are frontrunners to build it. 

• This is classic MPIC: policy, tech, private capital, and military objectives converging in one program. 

 

4. Deep Billionaire Influence 

• Pro-Trump billionaires like Elon Musk and Peter Thiel now exert unprecedented influence over national security, intelligence, 
and defense. 

• They are not just donors — they are core decision-makers shaping strategy and technology policy. 

 

5. Revolving Door & Policy Capture 

• Thiel-connected personnel occupy or are nominated for high-level government roles, showing the overlap of political 
power, private defense tech, and national security governance. 

 



Implications for the MPIC 

• Under Trump, the MPIC isn’t just continuing — it’s evolving into a tech-driven, AI-first complex. 

• Legacy defense contractors remain influential, but modern players like Palantir, Anduril, and SpaceX are becoming 
structural pillars. 

• The line between private tech firms and national security infrastructure is increasingly blurred. 

• This is not Cold War-era military industry — it is industrial-political power fused with AI, surveillance, and autonomous 
systems. 

Bottom line: 
Trump’s administration is a major node in the modern MPIC network, consolidating tech, policy, and defense into a fully integrated 
21st-century power structure. 

 


